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Oregon
SOURCE: Oregon Administrative Rules: Chapter 340 Department of Environmental Quality, Water Pollution,
Division 41 State-Wide Water Quality Management Plan; Beneficial Uses, Policies, Standards, and
Treatment Criteria for Oregon, amended February 15, 2001: 
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/rules/OARS_300/OAR_340/340_041.html and
http://www.deq.state.or.us/lab/biomon/bio-rpt.htm

340-04l-0006  Definitions
(32) "Aquatic Species" means any plants or animals which live at least part of their life cycle in waters

of the State.

(33) "Biological Criteria" means numerical values or narrative expressions that describe the biological
integrity of aquatic communities inhabiting waters of a given designated aquatic life use.

(35) "Indigenous" means supported in a reach of water or known to have been supported according to
historical records compiled by State and Federal agencies or published scientific literature.

(36) "Resident Biological Community" means aquatic life expected to exist in a particular habitat when
water quality standards for a specific ecoregion, basin, or water body are met. This shall be
established by accepted biomonitoring techniques.

(37) "Without Detrimental Changes in the Resident Biological Community" means no loss of ecological
integrity when compared to natural conditions at an appropriate reference site or region.

(38) "Ecological Integrity" means the summation of chemical, physical and biological integrity capable
of supporting and maintaining a balanced, integrated, adaptive community of organisms having a
species composition, diversity, and functional organization comparable to that of the natural habitat
of the region.

(39) "Appropriate Reference Site or Region" means a site on the same water body, or within the same
basin or ecoregion that has similar habitat conditions, and represents the water quality and biological
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community attainable within the areas of concern. 

(40) "Critical Habitat" means those areas which support rare, threatened or endangered species, or serve
as sensitive spawning and rearing areas for aquatic life.

(41) "High Quality Waters" means those waters which meet or exceed those levels that are necessary
to support the propagation of fish, shellfish, and wildlife and recreation in and on the water, and other
designated beneficial uses.

(42) "Outstanding Resource Waters" means those waters designated by the Environmental Quality
Commission where existing high quality waters constitute an outstanding state or national resource
based on their extraordinary water quality or ecological values, or where special water quality
protection is needed to maintain critical habitat areas.

(51) "Cold-Water Aquatic Life" -- The aquatic communities that are physiologically restricted to cold
water, composed of one or more species sensitive to reduced oxygen levels. Including but not
limited to Salmonidae and cold-water invertebrates.

(52) "Cool-Water Aquatic Life" -- The aquatic communities that are physiologically restricted to cool
waters, composed of one or more species having dissolved oxygen requirements believed similar
to the cold-water communities. Including but not limited to Cottidae, Osmeridae, Acipenseridae, and
sensitive Centrarchidae such as the small-mouth bass.

(53) "Warm-Water Aquatic Life" -- The aquatic communities that are adapted to warm-water conditions
and do not contain either cold- or cool-water species.

(57) "Ecologically Significant Cold-Water Refuge" exists when all or a portion of a waterbody supports
stenotypic cold-water species (flora or fauna) not otherwise widely supported within the subbasin,
and either:
(a) Maintains cold-water temperatures throughout the year relative to other segments in the

subbasin, providing summertime cold-water holding or rearing habitat that is limited in supply,
or;

(b) Supplies cold water to a receiving stream or downstream reach that supports cold-water biota.

340-041-0027  Biological Criteria
Waters of the state shall be of sufficient quality to support aquatic species without detrimental changes in
the resident biological communities.


